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but she said so) for all I had done filled her, then love came. I can
only liken myself to Vesuvius, which appeared dead until suddenly
there was a fresh eruption. ... I believed that I could no longer
feel love's passion, considered my heart was burnt out, thought I
was no longer what I had been. It was a mournful thought.
But passion, such as I have never experienced before, possessed me
not like a man of forty, but like a youth of twenty, yes, even comme
un amoureux de quinze ans. My appetite, my sleep were affected,
my blood ran feverishly through my veins, I was raised to the
heights of heaven, my thoughts became purer, I became a better
man; I was happy, I am happy! My life has received a new impetus,
I have grown young again, the world smiles upon me. I have
spoken of my old friend Tann to my young friend, and I will
introduce you to her myself. This is a confession and happy to
make it is your affectionate Ludwig. PS. Happy in my love, I still
remembered your autographs, and enclose two/

The King felt that he had grown young and was transformed.
The lines he had once composed came to his lips:

'Joyfully wakens the heralded morning,
Rapturously dawns Love's bright sun anew, . . .
Who cares for treasure, or fame, or renown,
What's the possession of Earth's greatest crown,
Compared with a woman who's loving and true?'1

The news of the King's latest friendship became public property
remarkably quickly and was discussed with great eagerness. There
had previously been many such friendships, but most of them
had remained secret and were only discussed in the most intimate
circles. But how different this time! Politics, the evil that confuses
everything and has a destructive effect on matters of heart, in-
terfered. The so-called Ultramontanes, who included the Ministry,
were particularly alive to the fact that the King was enamoured
of a Freemason who scoffed at the idea of spending her time on her
knees in Church, who in fact often made fun of the Minister's
clerical policy. Who was this upstart Spanish woman who had been
in Munich only a few weeks and who dared to try to obtain an
influence in political matters because she had won the King's
favour? Inquiries were instituted and certain facts came to light.
She had no documents and could not prove that she had any right
to the name she used. The information procured and published

1 Gedichte Ludwig I., Ill, 56.  XI Chor.